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A pizzeris, A Toste of the
Big Apple, Is scheculed to
open in Larson Sousm, 600
M. Main Ave., [aler this
summer. The pizzera’s
ownes Bre moving the
restaurant from Albart Loa,
g Minn

Pizzeria opening in July

Uptown at the Falls project gets its first restaurant

Y BOOTT CARLSON
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Larson Square, & historic
Sioux Falls building underge-
ing repovation as part of the
planted Uptown at the Falls
project, is getting its first
restaurant.

The owners of A Taste of the
Big Apple in Albert Lea this
week signed a five-year lease to
open their pizzeria on the street
level ofthe three-story building,
which also includes two floars
of loft 13,

“It ¢hould be & real nice addi-
tion to the neighborhood,” said
Neil Schmid, president of Cir-
rus Commercial Realty and a
developer in the Uptown proj-
ect

Larson Square, 600 N. Main
Ave., dates to 1903 when it first

housed the Dakota Moline
Plow Co, About two years ago,
a consortium of four local com-
panies bought the 30,000-
square-foot building as part ofa
bigger project to revitalize the
three-block area which runs
from Phillips to Main avenues
and Second to Fifth strests.
The entire mega-project
could top $100 million and
might take up to 10 years to
complete. The initial phase
calls for erecting two seven-sio-
v towers with retail and office
tenants on the first two floors

and loft-style apartments on the
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Kinstad, president of Lega-
¢y Development & Consubting
Co., 2aid groundbreaking for the
two tower bulldings, known as
the Arches, could cocur this fall

But construction s contingent on
the developers signing office and
retail tenants, he sakd, “Unti that
happens, we won'Lpull the trig-
er on building,”

Andy Meier, of A Taste of the
Big Apple in Albert Lea, Minn,,
said he nnd the co-owners hope
to open their restaumnt in Lar-
son Squire by mid-luly. The
restaurant will take about 2,300
square feet of Larsgn Square’s
10,000squarefoot first floor.

A Taste of the Big Apple has
operated in Albert Lea for the
past 25 years. specializing In
New York-style pizza. Bul
Meler said he and the restau-
ran{’s owners are closing shop
there and moving to Sloug Falls
where they see an appartunity
to be more ul,

ing in the future and the down-
town is building up,” said
Meier, who Is fnvolved In the
restaurant with faneée Meggan
MecFarland, her sister Heather
and mother and chief owner
Karen McParland. "We are
excited aboul being part of the
Uptown project.”

The devélopers are close to
finding an affice lenant 1o take
the remalning first-loor space
in Larson Square, Kinsted and
Schid said,

Renovation costs for the Lar-
son Square are estimated o
about S48 million. The two-sto-
1y, 10,000 square-foot Tri-State
Creamery biillding, near Larson
Square, s being reaoynted for
abouts LEmillion, Kinstad saitl.
TBodeh roparter Bertt Cariessn ot 33

*Sioux Falls will be expand. e




